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OFFICE HOURS 

T 3-5
COURSE OVERVIEW

This is an introduction to the sociology of economic development. Development sociology is a highly diverse field with practitioners using every theoretical perspective from world systems theory to neo-Marxism to functionalism to demographic theory to organizational institutionalism to feminist theory to critical race theory to neoclassical economics. It operates at the macro and the micro level. This course provides a broad introduction to many of these perspectives – with some emphasis on economic sociological theory and the tension between state and market.

GRADING AND EVALUATION

The grades for the course will be based 50% on a set of class presentations by students and 50% on a final exam. The class presentations are “led discussions”. On weeks where students are presenting, they are expected to prepare the extra reading that is specified in the syllabus and then lead the seminar for an hour on these readings. Half of their hour should be a lecture style presentation and the other half of their hour should involve them leading the class in seminar style discussion about the issues that are raised by their presentation. The exam will be a 24 hour open book take home exam. 

Where to Find the Readings:

Most of the readings can be found in the TAMU closed reserves. Articles and book selections will be on electronic reserve. Whole books will be kept on physical reserve. 
It is recommended that students buy:
Szirmai, Adam. 2005. Dynamics of Socioeconomic Development: an Introduction. New York, Cambridge. 

AGGIE HONOR STATEMENT
“An Aggie does not lie, cheat, or steal or tolerate those who do.”
Upon accepting admission to Texas A&M University, a student immediately assumes a commitment to uphold the Honor Code, to accept responsibility for learning, and to follow the philosophy and rules of the Honor System. Students will be required to state their commitment on examinations, research papers, and other academic work. Ignorance of the rules does not exclude any member of the TAMU community from the requirements or the processes of the Honor System.
For additional information please visit: www.tamu.edu/aggiehonor
ADA STATEMENT

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you believe you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact Disability Services, in Cain Hall, Room B118, or call 845-1637. For additional information visit http://disability.tamu.edu.

Course Outline and Reading Assignments

I. Wednesday July 6 – Starting Small: How Do Microfirms Grow in Poor Countries?

A no prep required lecture and seminar on the dynamics of small business under economic development.

Those people who are dying to read something are referred to the following optional readings:

Otero, Maria and Elisabeth Rhyne. 1994. "Financial Services For Microenterprises: Principles and Institutions." Pp. 11‑26 in Maria Otero and Elisabeth Rhyne (eds.), New World of Microenterprise Finance. West Hartford, Conn., Kumarian

Spath, Brigitte. 1993. "Small Firms in Latin America: Prospects for Economic and Socially Viable Development?" Pp. 1‑38 in Brigitte Spath (ed.), Small Firms and Development in Latin America: Role of the Institutional Environment, Human Resources and Industrial Relations. Geneva, International Institute for Labour Studies.

Schmitz, Hubert. 1982. Manufacturing in the Backyard: Case Studies on Accumulation and Employment in Small‑Scale Brazilian Industry. Allenheld, New Jersey. Osmun.

II.  Monday July 11 - Development Theory Within Economics

Everybody; 

Szirmai, Adam. 2005. Dynamics of Socioeconomic Development: an Introduction. New York, Cambridge. 


Chapter 3. Pp. 68‑69, 78‑96, 


Chapter 4. 117‑140


Chapter 9. Pp. 303‑353

No Discussion Leader

III. Tuesday July 12 – Modernization Theory

Everyone:

Szirmai. Chapter 12. Pp. 486‑514.

Hoselitz, Bert. 1954. "Problems of Adapting and Communicating Modern Techniques to Less Developed Areas." Economic Development and Cultural Change 2: 249‑269.

Discussion Leader;

Inkeles, Alex and David Smith. 1974, Becoming Modern: Individual Change in Six Developing Countries. Cambridge, Harvard. Passim.

IV. Wednesday July 13 – Classical Dependency Theory
Everybody:

Barnet, Richard and Ronald Muller. 1974. Global Reach: Power of Multinational Corporations. New York, Simon and Schuster.


Chapter 7.  Pp. 148‑84.

Chossudovsky, Michel. 1997. Globalization of Poverty: Impacts of IMF and World Bank Reforms. London, Zed.


Chapter 2. Pp. 45‑74.

Discussion Leader:

Frank, Andre Gunder. 1979. Dependent Accumulation and Underdevelopment. New York, Monthly Review Press.

V. Monday July 18  State Resistance to Dependency
Chang, Ha‑Joon. 2008. Bad Samaritans: Myth of Free Trade and the Secret History of Capitalism. New York, Bloomsbury.

Everyone: 
Prologue, Pp 1‑18



Chapters 2 and 3. Pp. 40‑83

Discussion Leader:
Evans, Peter. 1979. Dependent Development. California, California
VI. Tuesday July 19: Globalization and Trade Dynamics
Everybody:

Stallings, Barbara and Wilson Peres. Growth Employment and Equity: Impact of Economic Reforms in Latin America and the Caribbean. Washington, D.C., Brookings.


Chapter 4. Pp. 72‑109

Discussion Leader:

Williamson, Jeffrey. 2006. Globalization and the Poor Periphery Before 1950. Cambridge, MIT.

VII. Wednesday July 20 –  State and Economic Development

Everybody:

Szirmai. Chapter 11. Pp. 462‑485 (only)
Plus szirmai on developmental state
This section super dense and hard for students to grasp

Nove, Alec. 1992. "Some Thoughts on Plan and Market." Pp. 39‑52 in State and 

Market in Development: Synergy or Rivalry. Louis Putterman and Dietrich 

Rueschemeyer (eds.). Boulder, Lynne Rienner. 

Discussion Leader:

Evans, Peter. 1994. "Predatory, Developmental and Other Apparatuses: Comparative Political Economy Perspective of the Third World State." Pp. 84‑111 in A. Douglas Kincaid and Alejandro Portes (eds.), Comparative National Development: Society and Economy in the New Global Order. Chapel Hill, North Carolina.

Stiglitz, Joseph. 2006. Making Globalization Work. New York, Norton. (I will abridge this due to the multireadings for the discussion leader.)

World Bank. 2002. Globalization, Growth and Poverty. Washington, World Bank. (This too will be abridged.)
 Cardoso, Fernando Henrique. 2009. “New Paths: Globalization in Historical Perspective." Studies in Comparative International Development 44:296‑317.

VIII. Monday July 25 – Developmentalist States and Rodrikian Contingent Developmentalism

Everybody:

Wade, Robert. 1990. Governing the Market: Economic Theory and the Role of Government in East Asian Industrializaition. Princeton, Princeton.


Chapter 1. Pp. 8‑32


Chapter 6. Pp. 159‑194.

Discussion Leader:

Rodrik, Dani. 2007. One Economics Many Recipes: Globalization, Institutions and Economic Growth. Princeton, Princeton.

IX. Tuesday July 26 – O’Connorian Infrastructuralist Models
Everybody:

O’Connor, James. 1973. Fiscal Crisis of the State. New York, Saint Martins.

No Discussion Leader This Class

X. Wednesday July 27 – State Led Development Under Fiscal Constraints

Everybody:

Cohn, Samuel. Rethinking State Effectiveness: Brazilian Economic Programs That Work.

No Discussion Leader This Class

XI. Monday August 1 – Demographic and Educational Dynamics
Everybody:

Szirmai.


Chapter 5. Pp. 141‑177


Chapter 7. Pp. 213‑254

Discussion Leader;

Cole, Jonathan. 2009. Great American University. New York, Public Affairs. (This is a mammoth tome. The discussion leader should see me about shrinking this to a more painless size.)

XII:Tuesday August 2 - Gender and Development

Cohn, Samuel. 1985. Process of Occupational Sextyping: Feminization of Clerical Labor in Great Britain. Philadelphia, Temple.

Everyone: 
Chapter 2. Pp. 36‑64.



Chapter 4.  Pp. 91‑116.

Discussion Leader; 

Moghadam, Valentine. 1993. Modernizing Women: Gender and Social Change in the Middle East. Boulder, Co., Rienner.

XIII: Wednesday August 3 -Environment and Development

Everybody:

Bunker, Stephen. 2005.  "How Ecologically Uneven Development Put a Spin in the Treadmill of Production." Organizations and the Environment 18: 38‑54.

Gellert, Paul. 2005. “The Shifting Natures of ‘Development’: Growth, Crisis, and Recovery in Indonesia’s Forests.” World Development 33:1349‑68.

Discussion Leader

Borras, Saturino, Philip McMichael, and Ian Scoones (eds.). 2011. Politics of Biofuel, Land and Agrarian Change. New York, Routledge.

XIV. Monday August 8 – The Most Important Class

Everybody;
Berry, Brian, Edgar Conkling and D. Michael Ray. Economic Geography: Resource Use, Locational Choices and Regional Specialization in the Global Economy. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey, Prentice Hall.

Chapter 11. Pp. 269‑83 ONLY.

Gereffi, Gary. 1994. "Organization of Buyer‑Driven Commodity Chains: How U.S. Retailers Shape Overseas Production Networks." Pp. 95‑122 in Gary Gereffi and Miguel Korzeniewicz (eds.), Commodity Chains and Global Capitalism. Westport, Conn., Praeger

Discussion Leader:

Silver, Beverly. 2003. Forces of Labor: Workers Movements and Globalization Since 1870. New York, Cambridge.

